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Spartium

the pathways and enclosed by hedges,
for shelter, are filled with palms, cypresses,
oranges, apricots, pomegranates, roses,
and a few sweet-smelling flowers such as
verbenas and mignonettes, The hedges
enclosing them are frequently of myrtle.
Trees of sycamore, locust, apple, plum
and cherry provide a restful shade.
As the patio is essentially a room, there

SMALL SPANISH GARDEN DESIGN
WHICH COULD BE CARRIED OUT
IN  A TOWN GARDEN.

The formality and neatness of the Spanish type

of garden lends itself to small gardens as well as

large.

are always one or more seats to be found
in it. These are usually made of tile or
brick, beautifully patterned and coloured.
The walls, covered with vines, oranges,
lemons, jasmine, heliotrope and white
musk rose, make the whole patio a haven
of delight and restfulness.

Potted plants, too, find their place in
Spanish gardens, and some of them are
seen bordering a path or a wall, or
upon the walls by hoops of wire.

Although the patio ,garden is the pro-
duct of a hot climate, it is easily repro-
duced in other countries such as our own,
being particularly suited for roofs and
restaurants. It should not be slavishly

copied, but adapted. For tiled walks
grass and paving stones can be sub-
stituted. Bemember, too, that the
Spanish Garden is not always so sym.
metrical and well-balanced as imagined,
its charm is often the result of a kind of
haphazard carelessness, typical of an
easy-going, sun-nurtured people. This
kind of garden is typical of Andalusia.
To make it more Arabic in style, light it
at night, cover the walls with ceramics,
provide wooden doors and shutters, iron
window grilles, and balconies, and the
result will be a delight for all time

SPANISH ONION.   See ONION.

SPARAXIS (spar-ax-is. Iridacese).
Half-hardy bulbous plants. Plant from
September to January in light sandy soil
in a sunny, well-drained border. Set the
bulbs 4 in. deep and 2 in. apart. Mulch
the surface in March with cow manure,
and during the winter months cover the
crown with litter. These plants may also
be grown in pots. Grow in coconut fibre
and allow 5 bulbs Sin. deep in each pot.
Water till the flowers fade and then
gradually cease. Increase by offsets treated
as bulbs.

SPARMANNIA (spar-man-ni-a. Tilia-
ceffi). African Hemp. Greenhouse ever-
green" flowering shrubs. Pot in early spring
in a compost of two parts loam, one part
peat with a little sand added. Place in a
light, aiiy greenhouse from September
to June. From June to September they
may be stood in a sunny position outdoors.
Water plentifully during the summer, but
after this only moderate quantities should
be given. Stimulants may also be given
during the summer period. Prune back
moderately in November or December.
Take cuttings in spring or summer and
insert in sandy soil under a bell-glass.

SPARTIUM (spar'-ti-um. . Legumi-
nosfle). Spanish Broom. A tall-growing
(8-12 ft.) broom-like shrub with rush-like
branches often without leaves. Flowers
pea-shaped, rich yellow, fragrant, borne in
racemes up to 18 in. long. It blooms from
June until September, and is at its best
during July. A very useful shrub for
planting in hot dry banks. Very effective
in a group, making a fine mass of colour
when but few other shrubs are in bloom,
It should be raised from seed, and the